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ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES, HEALTH AND LIVING STANDARDS 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [9.07 am]:  A three-day visit to the 
Kimberley last week gave me the opportunity to witness first-hand the tremendous value and success of state 
government initiatives aimed directly at improving the health and living standards of Western Australians living 
in Aboriginal communities. 

At the Nulleywah town reserve in Kununurra, I had the privilege of opening new power supply and road 
upgrades that have been undertaken as part of a new town reserves regularisation program.  Nulleywah is the 
first of 15 Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley to benefit from the program, which ensures that indigenous 
communities have access to the same level of essential services as non-indigenous towns and communities in 
Western Australia. 

I saw also maintenance work carried out at the west Kimberley community of Looma as part of the state 
government’s new repairs and maintenance subsidy program.  Under that program, communities qualify if they 
charge sustainable rents and install adequate housing management to coordinate the work.  Looma has done this 
and is now eligible for a subsidy of more than $100 000.  Motor vehicle and licensing services will be delivered 
directly to many Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley under another state government initiative.  Under the 
program, officers from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure travel to remote communities to provide 
driver training, driver’s licence renewals, vehicle registration renewals, general information, advice and 
assistance.  Police officers also assist by conducting driver tests.  The key aim is to assist residents to obtain their 
drivers’ licences and, in so doing, prevent unlicensed drivers from using the roads.  The program is already 
running in Bidyadanga and will soon expand to the communities on the Dampier Peninsula, namely, Djarindjin, 
Beagle Bay, Lombadina and One Arm Point.   
 


